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Santa Clara Sanctuary Lawsuit

CA Dashboard
The California Department of Education (CDE) 

has released the new California Accountability Model & 
School Dashboard website at http://www.cde.ca.gov/ta/ac/
cm/  This is the long-promised multiple measure account-
ability system, moving away from relying solely on test 
scores to gauge how our schools are doing.  From the CDE 
site you have two choices of links.  Clicking on California 
School Dashboard Report takes you to a search box.  Enter 
Santa Clara Unified to see our district’s aggregate data.  
The search page also allows you to select the fast start 
guide, a visual explanation of what you are looking at or 
a video tutorial.  Once you get to the Santa Clara Unified 
page, you will see our rating on a series of measures.  The 
first seven are state indicators, presenting information col-
lected by the state.  The last four are local indicators which 
are chosen by the district.  The district provides this data.  
The ratings are shown as color-coded pie charts rather than 
numbers.  The color matches the percentage shaded of 
the circle, indicating how well the district is doing on this 
measure.  The dashboard opens to the Equity tab.  Clicking 
on a pie chart, or the Status and Change Report or Student 

 Santa Clara County has filed a lawsuit on Feb 3 
over President Trump’s executive order stripping sanctu-
ary cities of federal funding. Santa Clara County receives 
close to $1.7 billion in federal funding to provide services 
for our citizens, which is in jeopardy due to the executive 
order.  The county also has asked a federal judge to block 
implementation of the executive order pending a decision.  
Over the last two months, many of us have seen directly 
the impact of our new immigration policies in our class-
rooms.  Students missing school because they are scared 
they or their parents face deportation, as well as the emo-
tional trauma students face knowing their families may be 
ripped apart with little or no warning.  By declaring Santa 
Clara as a Sanctuary County, the supervisors have sought 
to ensure residents they need not fear attending school nor 
contacting local police, either to speak up as witnesses to 
a crime or to report a crime.  
 UTSC President, Michael Hickey contacted his 
CTA Board member, Greg Bonaccorsi to ask if our state 
union could support the county’s lawsuit.  As a result, 
CTA’s legal department has filed an amicus brief in sup-
port of the lawsuit.  

CTA Social Justice Toolkit
You can find resources to support social justice is-
sues on the CTA website at http://www.cta.org/
forallstudents#toolkit The toolkit also contains a link to 
the National Immigration Law Center’s Know your Rights 
page clarifying our teacher and student rights when deal-
ing with ICE.  

Teacher Income Tax
 A well meaning, newly elected legislator, Senator 
Stern from district 27, has authored SB 807 which would 
exempt teachers from paying state income tax in order to 
address the looming teacher shortage our state is facing.  
While all of us would love not to have to pay state income 
tax, there are several problems with this idea.  First, it 
would decrease the general fund by $2 billion.  This would 
mean less money for our students and our schools.  Sec-
ond, it would exclude education support professionals who 
are critical to our classroom success, and who generally 
make significantly less money than classroom teachers.  It 
would also pit us against our traditional allies of nurses 
and firefighters who would be impacted by the lower bud-
get.  In the end, reducing the state’s revenue would prevent 
us from accomplishing our goals of improving conditions 
for our students.  It was nice to think about not having to 
pay income taxes, and a nice gesture from Senator Stern 
highlighting the importance of teachers to the success of 
our state.
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Group Report tab takes you to more detailed information 
including student sub group information.  If the informa-
tion comes from fewer than 11 students, it is shown as --- 
and not reported.  This is to protect privacy.  Information 
reported from a group of 11-30 students is not statistically 
significant and is marked with an *.  
 The second link from the search page results is 
the California Model Five-by-Five Grid Placement Re-
ports.  From there you can select a report and see the five 
by five grid.  It shows where each school in the district 
falls on this measure.  Selecting a school from the grid 
shows where each subgroup falls on this measure.  The 
five by five grid rows measure where the school or district 
currently ranks, while the columns take into consideration 
if there has been an increase or decrease in the measure 
over the last 1-4, years depending on the measure.  While 
SBAC scores are still a part of the dashboard, overall the 
dashboard provides our community a more comprehensive 
measure of how our schools and districts are doing than 
test scores alone.  

CA Dashboard

Kevin de León Addresses Council

New CTA Policy
 The CTA policy handbook contains the belief 
statements of CTA.  In order to take a position on legisla-
tion or initiatves, it must be in alignment with our policy.  
One of the jobs of CTA State Council is to update our 
policy in order to keep it current.  Normally new policy or 
policy amendments are introduced at one council session 
for first reading, and then voted on at the next council ses-
sion as second reading.  When lawmakers introduce legis-
lation and we don’t have policy to support a position for or 
against the bill, we have two options.  First we can choose 
not to take a position.  Our second option is to write policy 
for immediate action.  This requires a two-thirds vote.
 In order to take positions on new legislation deal-
ing with the Electoral College and financial documents of 
candidates, State Council approved new policy by im-
mediate action.  The new policy reads, “Electoral College:  
CTA believes that the popular vote should determine the 
presidential election.”  Additional policy reads, “Candidate 
Transparency:  CTA believes that all candidates for public 
office shall provide documents, including tax returns, 
which show their financial obligations, economic interest 
and business revenue.”  The proposed legislation this new 
policy applies to is Senate Joint Resolution (SJR) 3 by 
Senator Hill urging the Governor and State Legislature of 
each state to ratify the Agreement Among States to Elect 
the President by National Popular Vote, and SB 147 by 
Senator McGuire creating the Presidential Tax Transpar-
ency and Accountability Act requiring candidates to file 
their tax returns with the California Secretary of State in 
order for their name to be placed on the California general 
election ballot.  After adopting the new policy language, 
State Council voted to support both of these bills.

 President pro Tempore of the California State 
Senate, Kevin de León, spoke to State Council on the 
direction California is currently taking.  He pointed out 
California has the 5th largest economy in the world, larger 
than the entire country of Russia.  We are an ambitious 
laboratory for progressive policies.  The election of 
President Trump has not changed California values.  We 
refuse to regress to the policies of scapegoating and will 
continue to be a world leader on human rights for all, 
protecting and caring for our environment and health care.  
We celebrate diversity; we don’t ban it, deport it or wall it 
off.  Our progress is in direct conflict with the vision of the 
new administration.  Education must be at the forefront of 
our efforts.  The children in our public schools reflect our 
diversity - this is our strength.  California will stand firm 
on our values and will continue to protect the rights of all 
children to a public education.  California is a place where 
people can be who they are.  This principle is larger than 
politics and partisanship.  Senator de León was given a 
standing ovation for his remarks and leadership.  

Thank You
 I have had the privilege of representing the teach-
ers of Santa Clara as your State Council representative 
for 18 of the last 19 years.  At the end of this year I will 
be termed out for the 2nd time.  While there is one more 
State Council meeting in June, there is no written report 
because we are all on summer vacation before it could be 
published.  For this reason, I would like to take a moment 
to thank all of you for providing me with this incredible 
opportunity.  I have heard amazing speakers, been persuad-
ed by passionate debate, and been exposed to experienced 
leaders who gave me opportunities to practice leadership 
skills as well.  I have enjoyed this position immensely, 
thank you so very much.  Also special thanks to Tracy 
Pope for teaching me In Design and editing these reports.


