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CTA Press Conference

DeVos nomination

 CTA President, Eric Heins, lead State 
Council members in a rally protesting Betsy 
DeVos’ nomination as Secretary of Education.  
Educators held signs saying , “DeVos unquali-
fied” and “#DumpDeVos”.  Our schools and 
students deserve a qualified leader of the educa-
tion department.  Our protest was carried by all 
the major media outlets of the LA area.  The LA 
Times carried the story as well.  As a part of the 
protest, council members called Senators Fein-
stein and Harris urging them to vote no.  

 President Trump has nominated Betsy 
DeVos to be Secretary of Education.  During her 
Senate confirmation hearing, she demonstrated 
she is unqualified for this position.  She dem-
onstrated a lack of understanding of the differ-
ence between growth and proficiency.  When 
questioned by Senator Kaine on whether schools 
should be required to comply with IDEA, she 
suggested it should be left up to the states.  She 
suggested schools should not have to comply 
with federal law.  She was unaware federal law 
protects the rights of special education students.  
She was unwilling to say all schools who receive 
federal money should be held accountable, even 
after repeatedly pressed.  And of course her sug-
gestion that students in rural areas might need 
to bring guns to school to defend themselves 
against Grizzly Bears provided fodder for a great 
deal of ridicule.  She has zero personal experi-
ence with public schools.  Neither she nor her 
children has ever attended one.  

Grant Writing Workshop
 CTA’s Institute for Teaching (IFT) offers 
grant money to implement member-driven trans-
formative learning opportunities for students.  If 
you have a great idea you would like to incor-
porate in your classroom, but need funding, you 
should consider applying for a grant from IFT.
 The IFT is offering a grant writing work-
shop at Campbell Middle School (In Campbell) 
on February 16th from 4:00p.m. until 7:30p.m.  
Dinner will be provided.  If you would like to 
sign up for this workshop, please contact Les-
lie Anido at lesanido@gmail.com or call her at 
(408)-505-1970

CTA Dues Increase
 CTA uses a formula to determine the 
amount of our annual dues.  The formula is based 
on teachers’ salaries from throughout the state, 
averaged over the last three years.  During years 
when average salaries went down, the formula 
called for a dues decrease.  Our salaries have not 
been the only ones to increase lately.  This year 
the formula calls for an increase of $21 over the 
year.  Since our salaries are based on 10 months, 
this means we will see an extra $2.10 taken out 
of our paychecks each month for CTA dues.  
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Take the Pledge to Support Public Education
https://actionnetwork.org/forms/take-the-pledge-a-call-to-action-
for-the-public-education-all-californias-students-deserve
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 DeVos was nominated for her strong 
support of charter schools in Michigan.  She also 
has donated large sums of money to Republi-
can candidates and causes.  Video of President 
Trump signing her nomination papers shows 
him looking up and saying, “Betsy…education, 
right?”  (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=
LMV1HA2O3x8&spfreload=10)  She has been 
an unwavering supporter for charter school and 
vouchers, supporting tax payer money for pri-
vate religious schools.  As of the writing of this 
report, she was awaiting a vote of the full Sen-
ate.  Two Republican Senators have pledged to 
oppose her nomination (Senators Lisa Murkows-
ki, Alaska and Susan Collins, Maine).  If all 
Democratic Senators oppose her it would lead 
to a 50-50 tie which would be resolved by Vice 
President Pence.  It seems clear under a Trump 
administration there will be much less support 
for public schools.  While the new administra-
tion certainly has the right to institute its own 
policies, it is a slap in the face to all educators to 
nominate someone so clearly unqualified to lead 
the Department of Education.  

 The CTA Budget Committee is respon-
sible for determining how our dues money is 
spent.  Every year it holds hearings through-
out the state, and actively solicits input from 
members.  A member of the Budget Committee 
attends our regional Service Center Council 
and provides raffle prizes for each member who 
provides feedback by filling out a budget survey.  
If you are interested in providing input into the 
budget process, please contact your site rep so 
they can get you a budget survey.

CTA Dues Increase

Independent Expenditure Proposal
       The CTA Budget Committee has proposed 
to allocate $5 from each member into an inde-
pendent expenditure fund.  Past elections have 
shown many groups doing this.  It is a way to 
influence elections.  The Federal FCC website 
defines independent expenditures as, “An in-
dependent expenditure is an expenditure for a 
communication expressly advocating the election 
or defeat of a clearly identified candidate that is 
not made in cooperation, consultation, or concert 
with, or at the request or suggestion of, a candi-
date, a candidate’s authorized committee, or their 
agents, or a political party or its agents.”
       When State Council members asked for 
clarification of what the Budget Committee was 
trying to do, our representative agreed with the 
assessment that we were trying to set up our own 
source of dark money.  Our CTA Board member 
told us according to the rules for independent ex-
penditures, we wouldn’t even know who would 
make the decisions on how the money was spent.  
It would not be determined by State Council 
representatives or our elected Board of Directors, 
but rather by “people who represent CTA’s inter-
est.”  If you feel strongly either for or against this 
proposal, please share your thoughts with your 
site reps, or contact your State Council members 
directly with feedback.  

State Council Seat Open
 This Spring UTSC will hold elections for the 
open State Council Seat.  Representative Lynne Formigli is 
no longer eligible to run due to term limits.  State Council 
meets four times a year in Los Angles.  Additionally, State 
Council members attend four local Service Center Meet-
ings, and serves on the UTSC Board, which meets once a 
month.  For more information contact Lynne at lformigli@
sbcglobal.net


